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Summary/Purpose To present the external auditor’s conclusion on the arrangements in place to 

secure value for money at the Council during 2020/21. 

Annexes Annex A – Grant Thornton Auditor’s Annual Report 2020/21 

Recommendation/s a) For the Audit Committee to consider and note the report, the auditor 

improvement recommendations and the management responses.  

Corporate priorities  1.1. Always refer to named priorities from the corporate plan.  

Key Decision 1.2. NO  

Exempt 1.3. NO 

Consultees/ 

Consultation 

1.4. Chief Executive, Director of Governance and Development, Publica Business 

Manager for Finance. 

 

 

 



  

1. BACKGROUND 

1.1. The Council’s external auditor (Grant Thornton) is required under Section 20(1)(c) of the 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 to satisfy themselves that the Council had made 

proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of 

resources, known as the Value for Money conclusion.  The auditor’s Annual Report for the 

2020/21 financial year is attached at Annex A to this report. The Annual Report also 

contains details of the unqualified audit opinion issued with regard to the audit of the 

Council’s financial statements for 2020/21. 

 

2. MAIN POINTS  

2.1. The auditor has not identified any significant weaknesses in arrangements but have identified 

five opportunities for improvement which are set out in detail within the auditor’s report.  

The auditor has not found it necessary to apply any of the formal powers available to the 

auditor. 

2.2. The Value for Money audit has focused upon three areas: financial sustainability, governance 

and improving economy, efficiency and effectiveness.  The opportunities for improvement 

in each of these areas are set out below together with the management responses. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

2.3. The management team will work with colleagues in Publica to implement the actions from 

the external auditor recommendations. 

 

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

3.1. There are no direct financial implications from this report. 

 

4. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

4.1. The Council’s external auditor (Grant Thornton) is required under Section 20(1)(c) of the 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 to satisfy themselves that the Council had made 

proper arrangements for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of 

resources, known as the Value for Money conclusion.  This report satisfies the requirement 

and reports the outcome to the Audit Committee, the body charged with governance 

responsibilities for the Council. 

   

5. RISK ASSESSMENT 

5.1. There are no risks directly arising from this report.  By implementing the actions associated 

with the auditor’s recommendations, the Council’s arrangements for securing economy, 

efficiency and effectiveness will be strengthened. 

 

6. BACKGROUND PAPERS 

6.1. None. 

 

 


