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Briefing regarding the WASPI campaign and the impact of legislation
increasing the State Pension age for women born in the 1950s

The Pensions Act 1995 provided for the State Pension age (SPA) for women to
increase from 60 to 65 over the period April 2010 to 2020. The Coalition Government
legislated in the Pensions Act 2011 to accelerate the latter part of this timetable,
starting in April 2016 when women'’s SPA was 63 so that it will now reach 65 in
November 2018. The equalised SPA will then rise to 66 by October 2020. The
reason was increases in life expectancy since the timetable was last revised.

The Government initially intended that the equalised SPA would then rise to 66 by
April 2020 (Cm 7956, November 2010, Foreword). However, because of concerns
expressed at the short notice of significant increases for some women (as much as
two years compared to the timetable in existing legislation) the Government made a
concession when the legislation was in its final stages. This limited the maximum
increase under the Act at 18 months, at a cost to the Exchequer of £1.1 bn - see
Library Briefing Paper, SN 06082 Pensions Bill 2011 — final stages (November 2011).

Some women born in the 1950s argue they have been hit particularly hard, with
significant changes to their SPA imposed with a lack of appropriate notification. The
campaign Women Against State Pension Inequality (WASPI) is calling for “fair
transitional state pension arrangements,” which they say translates into a ‘bridging
pension’ paid from age 60 to SPA.

In a March 2015 report on Communication of State Pension age changes, the Work
and Pensions Select Committee concluded that “more could and should have been
done” to communicate the changes, especially between 1995 and 2009. It called on
the Government to “explore the option of permitting a defined group of women who
have been affected by state pension age changes to take early retirement, from a
specified age, on an "actuarially neutral basis”. It launched an inquiry to explore this
further.

The issue has been debated in Parliament on a number of occasions and an all Party
Parliamentary Group on State Pension Inequality for Women has been set up to
“hold the government to account on the issue of transitional arrangements to
compensate 1950s women who are affected by changes to the state pension age
and to campaign on issues around the state pension age.”

The Government argues that the changes in the 2011 Act were debated at length
and a decision made by Parliament, as part of which a concession was made to limit
the impact on those most affected. It says it will “make no further changes to the
pension age or pay financial redress in lieu of a pension.” (PQ 49721 27 October
2016; HC Deb 15 November 2016 c48WH.)

The Government argues that the changes in the 2011 Act were debated at length
and a decision made by Parliament, as part of which a concession was made to limit
the impact on those most affected. It says it will “make no further changes to the
pension age or pay financial redress in lieu of a pension.” (PQ 49721 27 October

= 5



2016; HC Deb 15 November 2016 c48WH.) In response to a Westminster Hall
debate on 9 February 2017 Work and Pensions Minister Caroline Nokes said that
going further than the Government had already done could “not be justified”

[...] given that the underlying imperative must be to focus public resources on those
most in need. | have listened to Opposition Members, and | have heard and
understood their concerns. However, let me be clear—we are making no further
concessions on this issue. As well as being unaffordable, reversing the Pensions Act
1995 would create an anomaly, whereby women would be expected to work for less
time than they work now, and it would be discriminatory to men. It is not practical to
implement. (HC Deb 9 February 2016 c225-43 WH).

WASPI is planning a protest in Westminster on 8 March 2017 and is encouraging
women affected to make a formal complaint to the DWP about maladministration and
has issued a guide to the process produced by legal firm Bindmans - see
WASPI.co.uk/action.

More information can be found in the following Library Briefing Papers:

« CBP-07286 Women and Pensions (November 2015)

« SN-06546 State Pension age increases (June 2015)

» RP 11/52 Pensions Bill (June 2011); RP 11/68 Pensions Bill: Committee
Stage Report (October 2011) SN 6082 Pensions Bill 2011 — final stages
(November 2011).

« RP 95/47 Pensions Bill (HL) 1994/95: social security aspects (April 1994)

The tables below show i) how the State Pension age has changed for women with
different dates of birth; and ii) figures for the number of women affected by the
Pensions Act 2011, by constituency.

Commons Briefing papers CBP-7405

Authors: Djuna Thurley; Richard Keen

Supporting documents

CBP-07405constituencyestimates (Excel Spreadsheet, 48.72 KB)
CBP-07405-state-pension-age-timetable ( —-PDF, 200.62 KB)
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1 affected by changes to the State Pension Age, Pensions Act 2011

House of Commons Library estimates based on:
ONS Parliamentary Constituency Mid-Year Population Estimates October 2016 (for mid-year 2015)

National Records of Scotland UK Parfiamentary Constituency Population Estimates (2011 Data Zone base) August 2018 (for mid-year 2015)

Northern Irealnd Statistics & Research Agency Parliaemntary Constituency 2015 Mid-Year Population Estimates August 2016 (for mid-year 2015)
DWP Impact Assessment: Pensions Act 2011 A sustainable State Pension - when the State Pension age will increase to 66, table 5 page 9

% of women whose SPA was increased by...

1.5 yrs exactly

(the maximum Total women
1 year exactly over 1 year increase) affected
Between 06/04/1953
o And 05/04/1960
Age at 1 July 2015 Between 62.2
And 552
Countries of UK Estimates rounded to tha nearest thousand
England 59% 20% 11% 2,249,000
Wales 59% 20% 12% 139,000
Scotland 59% 20% 11% 252,000
Great Britain 59% 20% 11% 2,639,000
Northern Ireland 59% 20% 11% 76,000
United Kingdom 59% 20% 11% 2,716,000
Regions of England Estimat d fo the nearest th
North West 59% 20% 11% 305,000
North East 59% 20% 11% 122,000
South East 59% 20% 11% 375,000
South West 59% 21% 12% 243,000
West Midlands 59% 20% 11% 233,000
Yorkshire and The Humber 59% 20% 11% 227,000
East 59% 20% 11% 255,000
London 59% 19% 11% 294,000
East Midlands 59% 21% 12% 200,000
Code Region Constituency estimates, sub fotals rounded to the nearest hundred, fotals to nearest thousand
E14000530 South East Aldershot 58% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000531 West Midlands Aldridge-Brownhills 67% 23% 13% 3,000
E14000532 North West Altrincham and Sale West 60% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000533 East Midlands Amber Valley 63% 23% 13% 4,000
E14000534 South East Arundel and South Downs 60% 22% 12% 5,000
E14000535 East Midlands Ashfield 54% 18% 10% 5,000
E14000536 South East Ashford 56% 18% 10% 5,000
E14000537 North West Ashton-under-Lyne 53% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000538 South East Aylesbury 54% 18% 10% 5,000
E14000539 South East Banbury 58% 18% 10% 5,000
E14000540  Londen Barking 53% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000541 Yorkshire and The Humber Barnsley Central 58% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000542 Yorkshire and The Humber Bamsley East 60% 23% 13% 4,000
E14000543 North West Barrow and Fumness 60% 23% 13% 4,000
E14000544 East Basildon and Billericay 55% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000545 South East Basingstoke 60% 23% 13% 4,000
E14000546 East Midlands Bassetlaw 58% 20% 12% 5,000
E14000547 South West Bath 63% 23% 13% 3,000
E14000548 Yorkshire and The Humber Batley and Spen 63% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000542 London Battersea 57% 20% 10% 3,000
E14000550 South East Beaconsfield 54% 18% 10% 5,000
E14000551 London Beckenham 55% 20% 10% 4,000
E 14000552 East Bedford 58% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000553 London Bermendsey and Old Southwark 55% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000554 North East Berwick-upon-Tweed 65% 23% 13% 4,000
E 14000555 London Bethnal Green and Bow 57% 20% 10% 3,000
E 14000556 Yorkshire and The Humber Beverley and Holdemess 62% 22% 12% 5,000
E 14000557 South East Bexhill and Battle 62% 22% 12% 5,000
E14000558 London Bexleyheath and Crayford 53% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000559 North West Birkenhead 55% 18% 10% 4,000
E 14000560 West Midlands Birmingham, Edgbaston 63% 23% 13% 3,000
E 14000561 West Midlands Birmingham, Erdington 55% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000562  West Midlands Birmingham, Hall Green 55% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000563 West Midlands Birmingham, Hodge Hill 67% 23% 13% 3,000
E14000564 West Midlands Birmingham, Ladywood 57% 20% 10% 3,000
E 14000565 Waest Midlands Birmingham, Northfield 58% 23% 13% 4,000
E 14000566 West Midlands Birmingham, Perry Barr 53% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000567 West Midlands Birmingham, Selly Oak 53% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000568 West Midlands Birmingham, YYardley 55% 18% 10% 4,000
E 14000569 North East Bishop Auckland 65% 23% 13% 4,000
E14000570 North West Blackbumn 55% 20% 10% 4,000
E14000571 North West Blackley and Broughton 53% 15% 8% 4,000
E14000572 North West Blackpool North and Cleveleys 53% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000573 North West Blackpool South 53% 18% 10% 4,000
E14000574 North East Blaydon 63% 23% 13% 4,000
E14000575 North East Blyth Valley 60% 23% 13% 4,000
E14000576 South East Bognor Regis and Littlehampton 56% 18% 10% 5,000
E14000577 East Midlands Bolsover 65% 23% 13% 4,000
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South West
North West

‘London

South East
South East
North West
North West
East

South East
South East
South East
West Midlands
West Midlands
West Midlands
West Midlands
North West
North West
South East
South East
North West
West Midlands
North West
South West
‘Yorkshire and The Humber
Yorkshire and The Humber
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
Wales
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Scolland
Scotiand
Scotland
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Scotland
Scotland
Scotfand
Seotland
Scotfand
Scotfand
Scottand
Scottand
Scottand
Scotland
Scotiand
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Secolland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Seotland
Scofland
Seotfland

Westen-Super-Mare

Wigan

Wimbledon

Winchester

Windsor

Wirral South

Wirral West

Witham

Witney

Woking

Wokingham
Waolverhampton North East
Wolverhampton South East
Weolverhampton South West
Waorcester

Workington

Worsley and Eccles South
Worthing West

Wycombe

Wyre and Preston North
Wyre Forest

Whythenshawe and Sale East
Yeovil

York Central

York Outer

Ynys Mdn

Delyn

Alyn and Deeside

Wrexham

Lianelli

Gower

Swansea West

Swansea East

Aberavon

Cardiff Central

Cardiff North

Rhendda

Torfaen

Monmouth

Newport East

Newport West

Arfon

Aberconwy

Clwyd West

Vale of Chwyd

Dwyfor Meirionnydd

Clwyd South
Montgomeryshire
Ceredigion

Preseli Pembrokeshire
Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire
Carmarthen East and Dinefwr
Brecon and Radnarshire
Neath

Cynon Valley

Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney
Blaenau Gwent

Bridgend

Qgmore

Pontypridd

Caerphilly

Ishwyn

Vale of Glamorgan

Cardiff West

Cardiff South and Penarth
Aberdeen North

Aberdeen South

Airdrie and Shotts

Angus

Argyll and Bufe

Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock
Banff and Buchan
Benwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk
Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross
Central Ayrshire

Coatbridge, Chryston ard Bellshill
Cumbemauld, Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East
Dumfries and Galloway
Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale and Tweeddale
Dundee East

Dundee West

Dunfermiine and West Fife
East Dunbartonshire

East Kilbride, Sirathaven ard Lesmahagow
East Lothian

East Renfrewshire
Edinburgh East

Edinburgh North and Leith
Edinburgh South

Edinburgh South West
Edinburgh West

Na h-Eileanan an lar
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514000058
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NOBOCOO01
NOB0GO002
NOB000003
NOBOO0004
NOB000O0S
NOG000006
NOB0O00O7
NOBOOGOOS
NOG000009
NOB00CO10
NOB000011
NOG000012
NO6000013
NOGODOD14
NOBDOCO15
NOBOOCO1E
NOBODOMT
NOBOOCOMS

Scottand
Scottand
Scotfand
Scotfand
Scotland
Scotland
Scotiand
Scatiand
Scotland
Scotland
Scetland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scolland
Scotland
Seotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scotland
Scofland
Northem Ireland
Northem Jreland
Northem Ireland
Northem Irefand
Northem Irefand
Nerthem Ireland
Northem Ireland
Northem Irefand
Northem Irefand
Northem Irefand
Northem Irefand
Northem Iretand
Northem Irefand
Northem Irefand
Northem Irefand
Northem Irefand
Morthem Irefand
Northem Irefand

Falkirk

Glasgow Central
Glasgow East
Glasgow North
Glasgow North East
Glasgow North West
Glasgow South
Glasgow South West
Glenrothes

Gordon

Inverelyde

Invemess, Naim, Badenoch and Strathspey

Kilmamoek and Loudoun
Kirkcaldy and Cowdenbeath
Lanark and Hamilten East
Lintithgow and East Falkirk
Livingston

Midlothian

Moray

Motherwell and Wishaw

North Ayrshire and Aman

Narth East Fife

Ochil and South Perthshire
Orkney and Shetland

Paisley and Renfrewshire North
Paisley and Renfrewshire South
Perth and North Perthshire
Ross, Skye and Lechaber
Rutherglen and Hamilton West
Stiring

West Aberdesnshire and Kincardine

West Dunbartonshire
Belfast East

Belfast North

Belfast South

Belfast West

East Antrim

Easst Londonderry
Fermanagh and South Tyrone
Fayle

Lagan Valley

Mid LHster

Newry and Amagh
Nerth Antsim

Nerth Down

South Antrim

South Down
Strangford

Upper Bam

West Tyrone
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65%
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4,000
5,000
4,000
5,000
4,000
5,000
5,000
5,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
4,000
5,000
5,000
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4,000
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Gl

Changes to State Pension Age of women born between 6 April 1953 and 5 April 1960 as a result of legislation since 1995

iPensions Act 1995,(amended by Pehsions Act 2007) schedule

]

{Pensions Act 2011 schedule;{current schedule for these date-of-birth cohorts) ..~ ..~

Change in SPA Change in SPA Change in SPA
Woman's date of birth Day pensionable age attained Age when pension age attained con::::: ;;]th Day pensionable age attained Age when pension age attained 1‘;‘;‘:&2’:: a‘:'rllldr:l con;:ea-r:: ;:“h
schedule schedule schedule
Between And Between And Between And Between And Bet! And
06 Apr 1953 05 May 1953 06 May 2016 06 May 2016 B3yld B3ylm 36-37 months 06 Jul 2016 06 Jul 2016 63y2mid 63y3m 2 months 38-39 manths
06 May 1953 05 Jun 1953 06 Jul 2016 06 Jul 2016 63yimid 63y2m 37-38 months 05 Nov 2016 06 Nov 2016 63y5mid Biye6m 4 months 41-42 months
06 Jun 1953 05 Jul 1953 06 Sep 2016 06 Sep 2016 b3y2mid 63y3m 38-39 months 05 Mar 2017 06 Mar 2017 63y8mid 6iyom 6 months 44-45 manths
06 Jul 1953 05 Aug 1953 06 Nov 2016 D6 Nov 2016 63y3mild Biydm 39-40 months 06 Jul 2017 06 Jul 2017 63ylimid Bdy 8 months 47-48 months
06 Aug 1953 05 Sep 1953 06 Jan 2017 06 Jan 2017 63ydamld 63y5Sm 40-41 months 06 Nov 2017 06 Nov 2017 Bdy2mid Bdy3Im 10 months 50-51 months
06 Sep 1953 05 Oct 1953 06 Mar 2017 06 Mar 2017 63y5mid B3yEm 41-42 months 05 Mar 2018 06 Mar 2018 E4y5mid edyem 12 months 53-54 manths
06 Oct 1953 05 Nov 1953 06 May 2017 06 May 2017 63y6mild 63y7m 42-43 months 06 Jul 2018 06 Jul 2018 b4y8mid B4y9m 14 months 56-57 months
06 Nov 1953 05 Dec 1953 06 Jul 2017 06 Jul 2017 63y7mid B3y8m 43-44 months 06 Nov 2018 06 Nov 2018 6dylimid 65y 16 months 59-60 manths
06 Dec 1953 05 Jan 1954 06 Sep 2017 06 Sep 2017 63y8mid 63y9m 44-45 months 05 Mar 2019 06 Mar 2019 65y2mid 65y 3m 18 months 62-63 months
06 Jan 1954 05 Feb 1954 06 Nov 2017 06 Nov 2017 63y9mid 63y10m 45-46 months 06 May 2019 06 May 2019 65y3mid 65ya4m 18 months 63-64 months
06 Feb 1954 05 Mar 1954 06 Jan 2018 06 Jan 2018 G3y10m 1d 6iylim 46-47 months 06 Jul 2019 06 Jul 2019 65y4dmild 65y5m 18 months 64-65 months
06 Mar 1953 05 Apr 1954 06 Mar 2018 06 Mar 2018 63yllmid 64y 47-48 months 05 Sep 2019 06 Sep 2019 B5y5mid BSYEmM 18 months 65-66 months
06 Apr 1954 065 May 1954 06 May 2018 06 May 2018 Bdyld 64y1lm 48-49 months 05 Nav 2019 D6 Nov 2019 65yamid B5y7m 18 months 66-67 months
06 May 1954 05 Jun 1954 06 Jul 2018 06 Jul 2018 Bdylmild B4y2m 49-50 months 06 Jan 2020 06 Jan 2020 65y7mid 65y8m 18 months 67-68 months
06 jun 1954 05 Jul 1954 06 Sep 2018 06 Sep 2018 B4y2mid 6dy3m §0-51 months 06 Mar 2020 06 Mar 2020 65y8mid 65y9m 18 months 68-69 months
06 Jul 1954 05 Aug 1954 D6 Nov 2018 06 Nov 2018 Gdy3mid My4m 51-52 months 06 tMay 2020 D6 May 2020 B5y9mild 65y10m 18 months 69-70 manths
06 Aug 1954 05 Sep 1954 06 Jan 2019 06 Jan 2019 E4y4dmid 6dy5m 52-53 months 6 Jul 2020 06 Jul 2020 65y10m1d 65y 11m 18 months 70-71 months
06 Sep 1954 05 Oct 1554 06 Mar 2019 06 Mar 2019 G4y5mid B4y6m 53-54 months 06 Sep 2020 06 Sep 2020 65y11mid 66y 18 months 71-72 months
06 Oct 1954 05 Nov 1954 06 May 2019 06 May 2019 64y6mild B4y7Tm 54-55 months 06 Oct 2020 05 Nov 2020 66y 66y 17-18 months 72 months
06 Nov 1954 05 Dec 1954 06 tul 2019 06 Jul 2019 64y7Tmld 64y8m 55-56 months 06 Nav 2020 0S5 Dec 2020 66y 66y 16-17 months 72 months
06 Dec 1954 05 Jan 1955 0§ Sep 2019 06 Sep 2019 64y8mild 6Ay9m 56-57 months 06 Dec 2020 05 Jan 2021 by By 15-16 months 72 manths
06 Jan 1955 05 Feb 1955 06 Nov 2019 06 Nov 2019 GdyImild Gay10m 57-58 months 06 Jan 2021 05 Feb 2021 66y 66y 14-15 months 72 months
06 Feb 1953 0S Mar 1955 06 lan 2020 06 Jan 2020 64y10mild 6&4yllm 58-59 months 06 Feb 2021 0S Mar 2021 66y 66y 13-14 months 72 months
06 Mar 1955 05 Apr 1955 06 Mar 2020 06 Mar 2020 64ylimld 65y 59-60 months 06 Mar 2021 05 Apr 2021 65y 66y 12-13 months 72 months
06 Apr 1955 05 Apr 1959 05 Apr 2020 05 Apr 2024 65y 65y 60 months 06 Apr 2021 0S Apr 2025 66y 66y 12 months 72 months
D6 Apr 1959 05 May 1959 05 May 2024 06 May 2024 65yld 65y1ln 60-61 months 06 Apr 2025 05 May 2025 a6y 66y 11-12 months 72 months
05 May 1959 05 Jun 1959 065 Jul 2024 06 Jul 2024 65y1mild 65y2m 61-62 months 06 May 2025 05 Jun 2025 66y 66y 10-11 months 72 months
D6 Jun 1959 05 Jul 1959 06 Sep 2024 08 Sep 2024 65y2mid 65y3m 62-63 months 06 Jun 2025 05 Jul 2025 66y 66y 9-10 months 72 months
06 Jul 1959 05 Aug 1959 05 Nav 2024 056 Nov 2024 65y3Imld 65y4m 63-64 months 06 Jul 2025 05 Aug 2025 66y 66y 8-9 months 72 months
065 Aug 1959 05 Sep 1959 06 Jan 2025 06 Jan 2025 65y4mid 65y5m 654-65 months 06 Aug 2025 05 Sep 2025 66y 66y 7-8 months 72 months
06 Sep 1959 05 Oct 1959 06 Mar 2025 06 Mar 2025 65ySmid 65y6m 65-66 months 06 Sep 2025 05 Oct 2025 66y 66y 6-7 months 72 months
05 Cct 1959 05 Nov 1959 06 May 2025 05 May 2025 65y6mild 65y7m 66-67 months 06 Oct 2025 05 Nov 2025 Gy 66y 5-6 months 72 months
06 Nov 1959 05 Dec 1959 06 Jul 2025 05 Jul 2025 65y7mild 65y8m 67-68 months 06 Nov 2025 05 Dec 2025 66y 66y 4-5 months 72 months
06 Dec 1959 05 Jan 1960 06 Sep 2025 065 Sep 2025 65yamid 65¢y9m 68-69 months 06 Dec 2025 05 Jan 2026 6oy 66y 3-4 months 72 months
06 Jan 1960 05 Feb 1960 06 Nov 2025 06 Nov 2025 65y9mld 65y10m 69-70 months 06 lan 2026 05 Feb 2026 6By 66y 2-3 months 72 months
06 Feb 1960 05 Mar 1960 06 Jan 2026 06 Jan 2026 65y10m1d 65y1lm 70-71 months 06 Feb 2026 05 Mar 2026 66y 66y 1-2 months 72 months
06 Mar 1960 05 Apr 1960 06 Mar 2026 06 Mar 2026 65yllmld 66y 71-72 months 06 Mar 2026 05 Apr 2026 66y 66y 0-1 months 72 months
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